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Noel Lamkin, winner of last year's American Opal Society Jewelry
Design Contest and a custom jeweler and designer, gave a very
instructive lecture on the principles of jewelry design, com-
plete with examples of her work embracing the fundamental she
was describing. She gave her presentation at meetings of the
Founding Chapter and the Orange County Chapter.
Noel has promised to write an article for our next newsletter
for those of who who are not able to attend because of distance
and/or disabilities. Watch for it in your August OPAL EXPRESS.
Designer jewelry and designer gemstones are the "in thing" in
the jewelry world today. The most progressive of the independ-
ent and small chain jewelers are featuring designers and their
exclusive lines at special showings and doing very well. The
top awards at the most prestigious jewelry design contest are
going to artists who incorporate fantasy cut gemstones such as
are designed and cut by Munsteiner and others in West Germany
or outstanding free form caba~hons of other stones.
When you are cutting, think about how your finished opal will
look in a setting. Design your opal to a pleasing shape, with
the least loss of good color. Freeform shapes are very acceptable
to the artist as it gives one a chance to do more original and
unusual pieces. Ask yourself if it will look better in a ring,
pendant, or brooch? Can you use accent stones to complement
the colors in the opal to enhance the beauty of the piece as
well as add to it's value?
Most of all think quality of opal and design. The extra time
spent in working your opal and designing and finishing it's
setting will give you greater satisfaction oveL the years if
you keep it, and increase it's saleability and your reputation
as an artist-designer in op~l j~welry if you sell it.

There is no Show Biz column this month, Andy is starting to pull
things together, he's got the place, he's got the dealers (a very
few tables are still available) now we need the support of all of
you members, most especially those of you in the area. Talk up
the show to members of other groups you may be involved with;
place our flyers in as many places as you can; remember they are
discount tickets as well; get the news before the public and the
private too in any way you can. The show this year is being
billed as " A TOUCH OF CLASS" and the classiest part of it will
be our loyal members.



z CHAPTER NEWS

THE FOUNDING CHAPTER------President Harold Umberson, 213-693-7380
A few wor~s from our President •..•.•.•• For those of you who haven't
been able to attend our general meetings the last few months, you
have missed some very interesting programs. Vince Jarrell, Master
Carver and Noel Lamkin's jewelry designs, extraordinary •.•.And our
potluck was a gourmet delight.
So, make this date, JULY 9th, 7:30 PM at our regular place. We
are going to have Leonard Goodsir, member of the Founding Chapter,
showing us the structure of casting, and casting metals.
We are sorry to hear of the illness of Joyce Vezeau, also Bobbie
Gledhill. Get better soon, we miss you.
The phone which we have been using at Bill Judd's has been dis-
connected as the workshop has been moved to Edith Ostrander's
We meet there every Tuesday at 7:00 pm and usually break up
at 9:00 or 9:30.
TWO HA_NOS can lighten the load--can vou help?
1. Greet members at the door (with a smile)
2.Escort at the stairway, when needed.
3. Set up room and help clean up afterwars.
4. Help with serving refreshments.
Thanks to everyone· for the gifts that they have brought for the
raffle. See you at the next meeting, July 9th, 1987 at 7:30 pm
or earlier if you can help. (See map on outside cover), Harold

ORANGE COUNTY CHAPER--President Brian Franks, 714-857-2743.
Yes, the Orange County Chapter is finally organized. Following
Noel Lamkin's presentation on jewelry design, members present
elected officers and a Board of Directors. Board meetings,
at present, will be held following the General meeting at the
Clubhouse. The group meet is on the Third Tuesday of the month.
The next meeting will be July 21st, 7:30 pm at the College
Park Clubhouse in Irvine. (See 'm8p on back cover)
Program for the evening will be Stan and Ellen Bryn, telling of
their experiences in Australia and displaying some of the opal

.-.wiTten t lre y broo'ght -bacK. For+t nose of us w-ho·-hav-eses-n the
pendants Ellen has been wearing to the meetings this is a don't
miss.Ellen has promised to furnish us with more of those delicious
cookies. (got to find out which oake ry those come from)
Officers and Directors of this Chapter are; Brian Franks, Pres.
John Hall, 1st Vice-pres., Earl Churchill, 2nd Vice-pies., Ellen
Bryn, Secretary, Mar..y.Bridges, Treasurer. Directors: Frank Utick,
Noel Lamkin, Stanley Bryn, Clyde McCurdy, Jim Meinhard, .
Esther Churchill. Two other members were nominated to fill the
last position, but have not been contacted to pffirm their willing-
ness to serve. We are looking forward to seeing all of you there,
remember guests are welcome.
Welcome to our newest member Clyde McCurdy of Orange and a big
welcome back to Victor Mayo who has rejoined after a few year's
absence. Both of these gentlemen will be affiliated with the
Orange County Chapter.

.... _ .. - _ .._ ..._---_ ...•._. ----------------------



3
WHAT'S KUCHEN? Why Apple Kuchen of course!
At the potluck dinner in June, Sue Umberson brought a delicious
scrumptious dish of Apple Kuchen. When asked for the recipe, she
declined to give it up claiming it was an old family recipe.
To make a long story short, we bribed her with a couple of free
passes to the local International Show and were able to bring
this recipe to you in it's entirety.

APPLE KUCHEN
t c. Butter or margerine
1 pkge. Betty Crocker yellow cake mix
t c. flaked coconut
i can (20 oz.) pie- sliced apples, well drained

or 2t c. sliced, pared baking apples.
t c. sugar
1 tsp. cinnamon
1 c. dairy sour cream
2 egg yolks or one whole egg.

Heat oven to 3500 Cut butter into cake mix (dry) until crumbly.
Mix in coconut. Pat mixture lightly into ungreased oblong pan
13x9x2, building up edges. Bake 10 min.
Arrange apple slices on warm crust. Mix sugar and cinnamon;
sprinkle on apples. Blend sour cream and egg yolks; drizzle
over apples. (Topping will not completely cover apples) Bake
25 min. or until edges are light brown. (Do not over bake.)
Serve warm, 12-15 servings.
Oh, did I forget to tell you Sue's maiden name was Crocker??

We would like to call your attention to the June issue of
LAPIDARY JOURNAL. From it's front cover called Ole Opal to
it's back page there are numerous articles about opal from
various locations; Mexico, Virgin Valley, Nevada, Lightning
Ridge. Also articles on doublet ,and triplet making, opal
jewelry and carving ...•. Truly a don't miss issue.
Also in the July issue of ROCK AND GEM there is a very inform-
ativ~ article about V!rg~n Valley_ One thing the~uthor. fa~ls
to mention th~t the Virgin Valley area ±s only ohe of the places
in the United States tha~ a person can dig for precious opal
as witness 08r last two issues of t~e OPAL EXPRESS. It is
a very interesting article and to paraphr~se an old saying,
"you can never read too much about opal ahd see too much opal."
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~reatlve Rainbowsr Custom Gems and Jewelry

P.O.Box 90641 Jewell & Doeothea Pattee
Long Beach. CA 90609 425·2426

We'll be at the Fiesta of Gems in
Culver City Sat. July 11, 10-7 &
Sun. July 12, 10-5 ,
We have rough opal, faceting rouqh,
finished opal and other stones,
findings, jewelry, hand-knotted
gemstone beads and crystals.

CULVER CITY ROCK & MINERAL CLUB INC.
PRESENTS ITS'

26th ANNUAL

FIESTA OF GEMS
'"luMl"y. July 11. 18'87 • 10 I.m. to 7 p.m.
Sunday. July 12. 1987 • 10 •.m. 10 5 p.m.

SPECIAL EXHIBITS • DEALERS • OEMONSTRA liONS

FREE ADMISSION
VETE~ANS MEMORIAL AUDITORIUM

OVERLAND AT CULVER BLVD. CULVER CITY. CALIF.

PONSORU) IV THE CUl yr_ CITY '''.IU($ & "ECRU TlOM O£'AATM[NT

July 25th and 26th 1987
Rlgull' PrlCI: ADULTS $3.00 JUNIORS (12·18) $2.00

Under 12 free when .ccompanied by an adull

IF?;JW LONQ BEACH CONVENTION CENTER .::r;
~ 300 £.It oe •• " Blvd .• long a.ach, CA ~

00802

THE AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY, INC.
Proudly presenis

Its 20th Annugl Show gnd Sgle

NdY~o/~kMN
featuring Opal, Rough and Cut Stones, Top Dealers
Displays, Demonstrations, Colored stones. Jewelry

"'IoiNU

"q,tttS ~~ l~,qca"
Stvlnlb Annuli II P"iliCi Gem & Minml Show

WHOLESALE AND IfETAIL OCALt".

October 24 & 25, 1987
Anaheim Convention Center

800 Katella Ave.
Anaheim, California 92803

Satuday 1(}6 SLrtday 1(}S
Adults $3.SO • Children 12-18 S1.00 (under 12 Free with Adult)

--------------------
This coupon Good for .50 off Adult Admission

For Information: A.O.S., Inc., P.O. 92257, Long Beach, CA 90809

ADVERTISING RATES:
FULL PAGE
HALF-PAGE
QUARTER-PAGE
BUSINESS CARD

COpy SHOULD REACH THE

$40.00 PER MONTH
520.00 PER MONTH
$10.00 PER MONTH
$ 5.00 PER MONTH

P.O. BOX BY THE THIRD WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH.
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HOME OF THE BLACK OPAL

PLEASE ACCEPT THIS GUIDE MAP
AND DIRECTORY OF MEMBERS OF THE

LIGHTNING RIDGE TOURIST ASSOCIATION.
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OPAL SOLIDS, DOUBLETS AND TRIPLETS ARE USED IN THE MAKING OF FINE JEWELLERY

~ ~ ~ • 4W'> <Z:iir
( r ~

SOLID BLACK SOLID GREY SOLID WHITE SOLID CRYSTAL DOUBLETS TRIPLETS
Consists of Consists of Consists of Consists of Consists of Consists of 8

1Hu<..:itHn PICt:iOtiS IHUt:i()lI~ 1'1111: prudou, orec+ou s 01'111 IHY'" 01 precious
opal colour opal colour opal colour opal. adhered to a opal adhered to a

formed in or on formed in or on formed in or on Can be clear backing. Can be backing and protected
natural black potch. natural grey potch. natural white potch. or opaque. flat or domed. by a glass or quartz

crystal cap.



FiHAYRiCKS-OPJlrIViTNERICH EST Ir~ WORlD!
k~ ~eonviton belief among the miners 01 At firS they were frightened to tunneJ into -- The boulders were easy to mine and loUow. It ioee(ned Iha1 the whole mountain was be.·

l'I'IcrYear !hat opal would rlCVor~ fcxmd In III•• 50ft sandstone where the boulders were as the majority w~ 9~p,osed with their •••• ginning to tremble as small lumps of sandstone
o ,a,x:h a place AS Mt. C4naway. tying in three levels. SO mining began as ~n lying In a north:~ Clirection and tilting began 10 pop from tM wall. There is always a

Mt. Canaway forms p.ut 01 a lArge mesa open cut across 1t.e face ol the mountain slightly do\.vnwards to the south, The desert Iimil to Any young fellow's nerve and Joe had
chain stretching from the Queensland border about 125I.et from the top. ...ndstone in which !My were ~dd.d con- lound mine. ·Huny·lsaid to my "'9> •• 1drop.
tome 5/X#mi1es to III. north IIIrough dzyand The mine was to have. colourful history. terned a heavY kaolinite conten~ pou;bly due peel my pick and ran.·Body·, in danger" and I
banen country. The mountain Is located In the Their tint parcel of opal w•• thin •• n of !h. to the fact tN1"much of the sUica had been was out of that mine," a Rashto !he sound of
aouth east section Iof the ranges ond known fines: selected gems sent to a Brisbane dealer leached out to lann opal. Joe's deep bounding laughter.
locally'" the Hayricks. This Is the 5JUI who mumed them a mere £9 (SI8). Joe said, Yet. the most interesting !WI 01 lile .t the
Queensland opal belL 'W. had to eat" It 15hard to find words to desaibe some 01 mine was op.J1cutting. Itwas here that I "'amt

The opal gougers 01 the last century. hard In those depression year>. a weU known the fascinations of this great mine. One inlJigu· the ort. Joe and one 01 the syndicate membe!1
· worke•••• they were. had little knowledge 01 Sydney jewcIIerwas the only person prepared ing spectacle was the approach to a boulder were top cutters, and it was not long betoee

geology. believing that places like Mt. Cana- to buy their beautiful opals and the price he of· containing opal. lor within a 10010I1~ the sur· theJ,. had taught me the hicks 01 the game.
way were islands of a gr•••t inland •••• and. feted was £2S ($50). kerosene case deliwred rounding sandstone would turn Into indacrib- which have served me well through life as •
though theno may be opal at the base where a distance 0/ some 9OOmi"'s.Most 01this opal obi<! beauty. For every grain of sand. there w.. pro/asional.
the sea once lapped. there v ..,uld never be up Icxmd its WIlyonto the world markets where it a grain of beautiful opal. It would appear the The amount of opal from thismine. massive
In .the mountain lor opa! formed only In the .commanded pnces CUI of .U proportion to boulder was unable to cany all the opal and bey.",d descnption. bore • major percentage
presence 01_. What th•••• old timers did what tha producen received for their toil. overflowed. Unlcxtunalely. where this occur- of gun grade. The dillerent grad.s 01 opal ere
not know Is that the inland sea has passed right Strange as Itmay seem. this gr•• t mine was red. the sandstone became as sand on the ••••••11yrelated to the position they are found
aver th•••• mesas fomung their Rat tops. not pegged untilaker World War II.Everyone beoch and when disturbed poured away. Ican in the boulder. Opal trapped in vertical seams

If took. bright young prospector like Joe k~ who the owners were and respe:cte~ it. still we in my mind 1M beauty 01 that opaJiJ.ed US4.O.111y forms .1arge pan of second grade and
Knet.. to break the myth. In 1929 h. and an During the ear1y years of the depresstcn, sand. peer m••erial. normolly banded or of a small
old mate. BillColman. who had been brought tnwelling mine" were welcome to woO<with We would mine under the boulders "'o,,;ng pattern.
up on the time-worn argument that opal...os Joe and BiU.Mosl stayed long enough to get them about shoulder high. then wedge a long Wnere the Hayricks differed 10 most other

..never in the hills,we•.• prospecting the flalsof th~~s~tc~I,~1 o~ ~~.~r~~n~~ crowbar In .bow them breaking off sections Inm", wo~ that these .traight long ver1ical
Mt. Canaway. Knehrrefused to subscribe to ' :.'.". i,n' :::;,••...:;;t.~~ ~'.~.''l':., .. i!',.";"'" ~~. ". '." '.' :1"-"'. .. ". seems had a tendency to roll under a lot of the
the argumen~ beleiving that the ranges hAd ,... ", ',.,.-..-: :;", .• ' ••,.(":.;...~J_d";if:'~. ~~~~ ". ";""~:" :.,. bouldel1 at right .ngles to form hOrizontally.
been formed by subterranean pr.e~e:s and [~~-.; :-.,.,);-:" ,,':?~"'''!''''''_._~'~.-;"". _.~'_~'!';:,,:...--:'" "~.J'('. ~~~... ;::';~~'4:~.::c:.i"_ FrOtn th~ horizontal seams came the gems
thenlore the traces they were finding must •••••.._.~ .... "., ...• ;.:.' '. ;;:J', , "C" ••.•.,"'t, •..;~. ?'". ~;",,,,,.1":",r:,:,;"ry-';;' which were to make the Hayricks famous
havefretted&omthernountain "'~!~ '.. ."J'''·., ·~'lf·r· ..''_-~-'4''·l. ~\l:O;:;. Th of .

I remember qu~cJearty the" details as Joe . ~~.~:~: .•...·-t~-l:~· ~.ro,·. "of:"": ".~. J.:. ~:.;. ~ ... ~~.,,;~:.~•.~';.., t. (.. ":""'1f.~y-~,": '°-r'M ey were gems a quality sui14ble: for any

MET described them ~ back In 1954. how he ~,;.-~·~~·.f~!!~~.t<;1~;;}j2·:;·;;>~}~f·:~~>1~~~:;'.:,='~~r= ~i~~:;:d=.:r::~~~
had won an argwnent and made an agree- ••..:-., - ..... _.'.r~'1~""'.' "."'" .,;,Y-".' ....•.\; .•,It' ~">~.."'''' '..~~. .:t'JI';. •• dance with its bIg b oad n •• L I Th'thh'ok\ tf M.._ ~ & •• -._~ -~-~J-'~:' .'-:&,. •. ..;~.._~;.,;.-.'.. <V-"'~-""'~'":I'-;'_ .,-<:x~ - r 114~nyCOours. erementWl IS moe or one try uponu", _.•...• ; .. ,,:.' .• ·V.., \,.-.t.· ..,("'•.- <'''t!.''' ..•••...,...-...};S'''' .. , ......,.~~:',~ wer, pictur~ stones 01 ti naI be
!'low:'tainandtn~ing~ .•~fou~~~ef~ ~.~. '~., .._':' ~~~'~~.T~~~>:.:,;'{:~:~•.._,,"tW~..·':f.~~,;'1~~~~~t::~~ whi.:h today ~Id be =~~eleu.~~~~
Hayric.ksrrune.lncy.....,.;"'up",~scw.LI~ ."'., ~ -:, ,.;._. '.--~_:: _~.N!J~( ~~.~:.~ ":~"":~ ---"j ··_"'tVf:';~·- s.uchstont!thalCC>f1l{-SIO - d f Old
slope some 7S feet to a spot which Joe fan. '. ';': __' ;., .•. ..:-" •..~.. l":--4-'. , -..' ~:.f.!.:--~; .•~.~z "'~ r ~:~k;~'. ";j,, !~~~.'''~;.-~~:'P En ._'- . - _ mm. w,as 0 an
cted.S had d arfy dth L•••.. '::" .. "':' '. .•••.•••...•..••.. ·1'''~·'}': ,<"'t,.'" .-'''',',.~~ •• ~'J.!-",...... g!•••• "yle hamlet In maglOlflcent colour

ummc:r starte e a!"l CIMUIl .~ ~ ... _,~",. ~ y..:.-.'.~_ ..~~ -.. -''6-~~~"., .. ';» W'i1l'UlteeoldwHchnac Ih k
was merciJusM tney tooedsinking a shaitirUo .• -.::.'''J. ----;,:.. ~~)' '-'l".'·~if=::-.'· -.".~.~.'.•.s- { -- ...•..:7":....•'">. _ .• ~.-~ .••~~"'o:.it·';>'""'1 T~ wonderful thi r~ e~ Y'u_ .
the great bed of deserl sandstone. :..... """'i ... '_._..' ·,;·~'.• Iftii ~~!:~~r"'-.~·'::·· .c-,::" .~ . u ng. t e rwoyncksem. whowss O!I top. kept calHng down to r"...i~.·' 'UII-.':H.'.:<.,,:~ ..,~. ' ~1' ;'~:1J;i·.M:.',. ~;."~!..ii' ::l:i.",as . that mos~Lof the gem ~dc was

· Joe -ciivc:upmate your·.wasting •••••••rtinw· ;,"-,,'. -~":~~-.'_'~ ..I"'a!l ~""';-~'. .... : '.'''-''.',~\ ~ .• :"~r-""':'",~ .•...r:•.:;.,; • stttlT'lg on a I.uln founCiltlon of blue
• ..' T"'- ,,;;...;.:'"•••." ~~. t· ---....-~-..~ 41_"~ ~•• Iat - .J.~;- .~.,,;..•, black potch which gave the mateN,J its our.

~ SInking.bout 14 lee,one day around 2 ~" __ - -.;.;;11 .: . .•... ~ standing bnlhence.
o cfock,Joe d""bed from the shah leelingd.· "'(. -, ....; :,c, . ,." >;'J~ The grealer percenta I IL." L_
jected end quite upset not wanting to admit .' ;-...,.~~ -. '~''''. :~.:.~ .. ge 0 opa '"'" oeen
defeaf and IJoI'Ondering if Bill would agree to • '- :.;;.~S~- ~,_~ .." _ won from ttus rmne befor~th~v.·arwhen I~ey
.nother shaft The heat of the da \WS not . .-:....;:~.-. --_ •.... :;)~ -,~,-- ..•.-:~:~~.~.~.~~.~~. rec~rved £25 ($50) a kerosene box (eight rm-
hel . tt and -"b' y. k, had On iop of the muliock ---:----.;l!~•..! :~,.;:-,.~''i::-:'' '.,,-,t4 penaJ gallons). Dunng the 19SO'sJoe told me

ping ma as., ~.__ 1119 a PIC heap. showing one of the . ,-':',:"" _7 r --'OJ": :: .~ •.• ;.;, ~j.'·7'~ . --:';<;'~ he could now cur £10 000 ($2~.q rth
made off along the slope in an e•• terlydirec· . many tunnels that were in • . .;.•..•.. '~- '" ' ...:. :'''1~ fopalf . l!h ,~ . wo

;:~.=~4g;:'e-;:'~~~d~tap- :'v~:i~~~~0:..i~i;:~;j4 \~~~.~~.1;;'~~~¥f\1;;/;]1~~~.~t=uI,;;,e~ ~ ~~~~~
Some300l.efawayfromtfiesha~.4srria11 ." ••.•.•.•. ~~~ ~~.-. Th hav

ar2a of san.1stone to..Qd ~om:z e~:-osed 3lld One such ~non whom they look Into Poetry couJd not describe the awesome ey must _ e contained ~ lot of opal
, protruding from it '-"IaS the tip ota boulder pannenhipcon\lll1ced them he had a top mar· beauty of sucn bouJc:ien,as they!eil to the floor v.th··n .o;:C C~!:!::!C;;i.:t::.s ••••.~ :.::: •.••i~ ~~~

~' about the size 01a man's list.He casually gave ket .In·Ameria whore they would b" paid releasing their splendour to lIIe wortd for the when he was o"'''"9lng £6/4/· ($ 12.80) per
. H a. !lip.and to his amazement it leU away in handsomely for the" gems. A 44 gallon drum first time. car.1. The same opal 10 .1984 m.ne run from

beautiful Colour. In telling"" Joe could not 01the Imest selected ~tenal "'as put together I can asoure you the following section of this low grade to ge", quah'i!. ~Id ranJl!!-~~
- find words to 'descrlbe the brilliance 01 the lor hIm whIch attoday svalue would be wortn st"'Y is !:\Ie although it may appear to be in. _en S2010 S~percaral.lfonestnkesan '$1500 .
. "Jewellers shop" that lay in his trembling mIllIonsof dollars. but he absconded with the aedible. With his vo;ce. Joe Knehrcould actu. avorage of these 1984 pnces and projects

hands. being opal 01. quality he _.-...mt lot to England. ally make the centre of !his great mountain them agomSi produChon belore the ",or. we
..existed. . . . By 1936 wiJh 8tII Colman dead and itbeing tremble ond often did to the honor of visitors. get oome ide. 01 the "":""'IOIY m.g""ud~ of

,,_-'_~ __ .__ """""'"' wnpo:ssjbJe to wB opaJ at any price. Knehr His vofc:e was not the type that bro«e mltToa thts gre.l. ml~ by today ~ standards.
I (B~ Mr. Len Cram.who lived on ~I walked _ &om his mine. tie went 10Syd. •••••_ ole tone. He had a pleasant . Add to this. the lIgun 01 -' war prod",,·
IHayndui ~ Hone 6uring v.. 1950 •• , IW\I hoping lot work and ",as'thill there at the vo;ce and liked to ling while he worked. Alter liOn .nd there os no - op..J m.ne on .arth
Iand now lives III l.igIMnins 1Ildgc., outbruIt 01....,..Alter sixyears 01anmy_. atrilUngthe nght pitch ~ too••••.,"'. tim e to 9<' that could SIand WI •• .n.dow. One ~!.:>ce
~~~~ J -. B~d ~9!O a S4!T'geantmajor. he returned to the mounLlin trembling and h~ knew just ak>r~ JO thr mn~ pmducea • patch of op.~

. He shaken by the sudd no . h•• mlOe In 1948 10 partnel1hip with two when to stop to prownt burying hirnseUand some 300 I• ., t. 300 feet. • """9 g,,,,-I<:no.
was so • en.c nge m others and formed a syndicClr~. Opal was IlOW those who may be """'fh him. . ~~.)i

his fortune that he t.ou!dn t even dl~ ~nto th~ booming. The old mullock dump alone ht!ki a I well remember the iil"$l time I expcri~nced LIKe all. 9r~,;H.IlU!l~5 .. they co,"~ to a:: ,·tw.!.
sok oandst

th
oneofto re!new the boulaer. but lortune. thISphenomenon. W. were wooon9 side by 11",Hayricks. ,,_pleteo 01h« hidder. b'·JUI~•.

spent e rest the afternoon on hIS bunk re- '.. ceaS<'d produ::::!,an 01 any nct~ about 1<J64 C
laxing In the cool of d •• bowersh.d. unable to It_.75 leet high and lull"I opal they could "de. hundreds 01 feet Inside the mountalll. He and ~;th the d"o:h ofJ"" Knohr i" the i~"oil':
put the beautiIu.I speciman down. Joe saKi. not seU in the early days because It was c!lthl..~· ~as SJn~l~g away ~h~1l ht> asked' ..:V0uld~ a:t w.)rk SIO,,;X'c;
-BiD was happy to admit he WASwrong. You gree~ or not oJ ~m quality. Strangcly. Ihe .lkc .tof~t:-.:II";" ~!'t:'ln Ir~m~e~ No.r~~lIy I ~I\illl "twa);.- :~. ,.n~r.lcd i.(.! Joe Krl<'hr '.;l
know, -( onJy missed the opal "m in Ihat hnt syndicate did not dismand~ the dump and re- ~ SAId.. ~UI how. By singing he rep~,ed_ Ih~' knowledtJ •...~l": Impan"?J 10 me 0\. :'r :~tC

shaft by a few feet" trieve its treasure. but employ~d a pensioner Rubbish I responded ilnd went on working. years. it aUow('c me 10 succ-nfull~' bUlI~ m~:
· This was the di:scoveTyof the riches! boulder to pick over the surface while they went on J~ r~5umed his singing and before long I hie around the o!,al industry In <liiSphCI\!~.

opal mine the world has ever known At the mining. In a matter of weeks he had recovered fe~t ~e hrst earth m~ement . !hen. th(' unbe- n'l~re IS Ikl dQuhl thai J~ Kn~hr has I•.h tll:'

end of its life, 'there was apprOxunately one about f.lO.~ i.t'20.{)CjOjof line C~i); . .J.l zy ~PIV:"I~. haJ1r~ned l"hv. mcun&ain was -talk· rn.:.Sf;" ;.1;:':00 hb!~-)~v. Mt. Canawa;.· will ah,"'.J~;i
mile 01 closely laced drives and tunnels. hand. 109 .whil.~t th~ earth shook. I looked acrOSS:at ~ a memon.",1 to him, though it W4S no; tIY--

J'he bouJden in the Hayricks mine 'N'Ere of This \oIIIa5 many times -more than they wwe Joe In am~elTl4Mt. .mouth hall ~n and pick only great opal strik~ he made. Hi!:hdd found
the sandstone variety being actually a type of paid ror the. total production taken from the sus~nc:k:d I~ the middle 01 a SUo'1n~I ~d ~n (he Red Show before the Ha~1icks. some nine
Iron oxide concretion rather dclrk in coiour mine before the war. With the nC'Wenthusiasm malung. Joe s blue eyes were twinkhng In a miles fO the east. He also played a major role
and dotted with rnvnacb of white specks which the old mine was re~ened. A comfortable. .~way. wh':hdearly said "'VJhafs ~e ma~er?· in di.'ve!oping molny of the n"w techOlqu~
earn! them the rIIIrMof pepper and salt bouI. bungalow was 0'~cted into the side 01 the Cut Itout Iyelled as ~e went on slOg'"g. ~ now used by Ih< industry'or cutting l~' dli·
ders. There were considerable "anations mountain. A large tool and cutting shed was the roorStnOV1ng.you IIbnng the lot Inon us. J.cultboold., vl"/'
within th«if shape. some spherical. othe •.•01· installed; yet. with aU this. Joe SIiIIpref.lTed ~~~e~5~~IIlj:~
lipsaidol. but the vast majority were elongated the old driving pick to compressor and )<Ick
varying in siu &oma lew inches to 10 Ie" with hamm0'.
the odd one 50 Int. It was an _iencc 01 a lifetime to have

_Their occurrence was irngular throughout worked with a man like Joe Knehr in such a
the vast deposit. the elongated ones being flat. famous mine. The boulden were only 4 loot
.tened with rcxmded ends nol untikMa dgar .part on three levels with an amazing one in
which had been shaved to lorm two ••des. This 10 anying opal. It was very unusual lor •
led Joe Knet.. to beleiYe they were a deposit boulder mine to be 50 rich; from gem to poteh
0/ water washed logs. ~ner than 60% 01 .11opal mIned was cuna·

Geologisls believe. though not accepted by bIe. Today ~ would ~ 90%. most top mines
all, that contractions with", the bou.de •• reo don't average 10%, which further de·
suited in dewlopmenl of numerous 5lraigh1 tnOI"lSttate, the greatness 01 this mine.
and radial cracks. particularly in the Io",er sec. The longest face of opal I have ever 'een

. tions. which h&d been filled with l!I deposit of was sitting in the wall of one tunnel. about
opal at a later date. shoulder high. len there for the sole purpose "f

From the ~ WoGIS to nn..... <:I 11uod 01 display. Tht> race of colour was thlee mchk':t
magnlficen( black stones :.Jnli\ull!'-.i' \\ Jrki Mad wiJ.,. and 3q f~~1 long, and iU one W;llkt'd
eveT $leen, ablaze with 1;"0:' hue oi :r,(o' r:linbow a;ong gazing a: Its wleOOour WIth th~ ,:,!rl '..11 i':

and claImed to be the brightest O~: ever 10 carhtde: lamp, II se\.."mcd endless III Ihfo' .lark II
reach the London markt:"1.II :J,oulr~ha •.·c b6!cn We\.." a big ern"Jafe-d boulder wuh a strr.I~!\I
a fortuntt for Bill and Joe but u.,f(.,r.'lIlat"I~· long vcrtical c'.~k. The boulder had !wCI~"!",~II
their discovvy was macOl 00 thi. e\ •.~ Qf the along tho? crock outing mining leaVing a j .••...·r
grut d4!pression. 'Ion C'On~ningop..ll imu.Od~d 10 the "....;!!

i:.:
.. ' '..~ :

.~.......;.,.
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