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Downey .•California

*********************************". *************************"'"
June Meeting:

You could almost hear the sound of Marachi's as
Bill Valesquez gave us an armohair tour of Mexico. The colors
and beauty of this ancient land came alive as we sat there
watching. Moving down south we encountered the famous' Opal
Fields in which Magdalena serves as the chi$f trading center
for Opals. Where peasants and wealthy dealers peddle their
Opals, along thestree~.

He also showed us the many varieties of Mexican
'Opal, some of which resembles the Australian in color and
intensity, but more importantly he showed us many varieties
of the Mexican OPal, in which some were unrivaled in beauty
for any country.

For those attending June's Meeting the show depicted
the American Opal Societies proposed trip to Mexico as an
exciting. interesting and enjoyable adventure.

July's Meeting:
Identifying gem stones for people other than



professional gemologist can be a tricky and almost

impossible thing to do. Even people familiar with Gem Stones

and their properties must be cautious in the purchase of

certain gem stones. One time or another you are likely to

be approached to purchase a gem stone of which you are not

sure of its identity~ but with a basic knowledge and certain

simple tests you can perform with a minimum of gemilogical

equipment in which you will be able to judge fairly

accurately the actual identity of the stone.

Witb th.;Ls-thougbt' .in mind we.!are veryr :ror.tunate

to- have Jan:ts:Hac«'~'~.,ai-m~tn:b~r~of the sta'ff of"; G.r.~ ::s-peat-~

.orr Hi:gh; J'n:y~~~t:yr!i~ght,tIa-:ent1f1ea:tiotr1 trf 'Genr Storresr-'wi'ttf;,

a Minimum"or Gemolog-i'caI Tnsrumentsc.. This':1's-'Ms-. Mack

second pr-eserrta1tttorr to our society and' if it 1'5' anythtng'

like, the- f'i"r'st we a'~ guararrt-eea arr' itrte~stl:trrg- and

educat1 enal: even'fJ:Jg"•.

EJJeeti'ons were, herd last meeting- and the r. 'lr""'~

follOwihg gent-eImeon-were eTErcted' to' the BOard' of Ufrectors:-'

Anthonyr Carton, Dr,; Ross S-tamblJer,. Marvi'rr Wil's:otl1. aorrgrstu'I8tfcmg.

and' ve- wi--shyou EfII geed' Tuck.

Smtretiine's we forget t-o. thamt th056 rrecrp-T.ewhO'

have served' on the Bbard as- our r'errreSlm'tfatiV'es it' t'5 onl'y-

ft:ttihg that wei ext end- ouz.,sineereS't 'gnrtitude't'o, Irr-. :Hhdson

and- Lor'e-en Fraas for gi-vingttle~r ti'me to improve the

American- O'pal Soct'ety for aIT.-



,Members of the-BOard of Di"rectors

PhiT Bass Victor Mayo
Elmer Reed~,

Vernon··Trozf':i

Anthony' Carton

Clyde Doarr

Bill .Judd'

Bill-Wht ttle-

Ed, Slaiwinskf Marvin Wils on

Ross Stambler

Offi'cers' of the :Eroardof Dtr-ectors

Pres'ident •••..•••••••••••.•..• Ross Stmble!'"'

First Vi'ce President' ••••• Vict-or Mayo

Second Vice' President ••• ,•.PhtII :Ba's-s

Executi've Secr-eta:ry'•••••• B1II .ruder

**********************************"'>t-:~***********"'******************""**********

Bill' Judd t5 Workshbp is open err Monday'and ',.

Tuesdatr evenings, •.•For" an' enjoyable'; evening' and one

tn whi'C'h·you can Tearn and teach a t the same tiine

please call BlIT at- this' phone numbsr-; (213) 8'6941"

o • •

******.>**************>It**>It**.*****>It>lt••••••>It******************.****** ••..••*** •.••****' •.**.."

Sp-eeUII Tlia'nks:

It 1's tIr thi's issue the- editor' woul'd T1'ke to thank.

J'lin & Jackre' HOlland' For the1~r' iuvaTuabl!e herp :fn :pr1'nti'ng and

maiEthg of' the" news letter •.' 'For ErS Hbmer saidf"Light 1's' the

task when many-vshar-e the toiltt'., Agai'n thank you.,

*******************'************************************************ •••*********



OPAL MIDS OF mE BORTH ADRICAB COlm.IIrilIT
OUrProcraa for the IIGIlthot J1ID8 as preHDted by" one of oar _bers,

Bill Valesquz, vbo did a wry Dice joD or pre88DtiDcit, 1l8iDgtwo projector••
1Ir. Valeeqaaz, along nth three bro'ther. 0VIlthree of the JliDes shownOIl

tbis 1I8.p.
Bill 1s photographiDgIIOreof his beautih1 staDes and hopes to 1188 foar

projectors 81_1:taneov..1TeY8Iltv.all1'. !his Jm1tiple use of projectors re~
keeps the procraa -oviDc. B1.llJucid Secretary
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1- EI Huaj ical
2- Pata de Gallo
3"': San Andres
4- La Colmena
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Item:

There seems to be a great deal of interest these days in synthetics -
possibly .since so much of our precious gemstone material has gone beyond the
reach of the average rockhound and cutter. Hore and more, these days, the
trade journals have an increasing number of ads for synthetic star sapphire,
diamond, turquoise, black opal, etc.

This is a very good example of the basic laws of supply and demand.
\~ith greater affluence in industrial and developed nations there is a greater
demand for p,emsfrom those who can afford them, with the inevitable increase
in price directly due to that demand. However, very few new sources of
precious gems have opened up, adding to the problem of diminisning supply.

Fortunately, there are men of daring and vision who recognize a problem
and challenge and are willing to gamble their time and fortunes in satisfying
demands such as we encounter in our field. One man of such vision is Pierre
Gilson, of Switzerland, who has done so much in synthesizing emeralds, opal,
and turquoise. H. Gilson nas recently become one of our associate members.
We look forward to a long and mutually rewarding association. Perhaps
H. Gilson can keep uS informed, and abreast of the state of the art in the
world of synthetics.

****************************************************************************
The nights shall be filled with opal,

And the cares that infest the day
Shall fold their tents like the Arabs,

And as silently steal away •
•••••with apologies to Longfellow •••••

****************************************************************************
Item:

Those avid readers of the three primary gem trade journals have probably
already solved the mystery of why the Star-Gems ad carried the notations
excluding Californians from purchase of their materials. Those hit-and-miss
readers will have to turn to the last page of the Lapidary Journal for the
answer.

Happy hunting!

Vick Hayo



Item:

Hot off the presses! The following article appeared in the
Santa Ana Register, Wednesday, July 2nd. It is just a
c.oincedence th~t it shoul.d appear when I had just written the
little blurb on another page of this. ~ . " .newslett.er..t.~"":"""

•. VickThe REGJSTER Wednesday, July 2, 1975 El

JEWELERS WORRY ~

Synthetic Opal Costs $40 To .$400
GENEVA (AP) - French mdustrial-.

1st Pierre Gilson says the synthetic
opal he created will allow women to
wear beautiful jewelry "without ruining
their husbands." (.

His invention has sent a chill through
the .opal industry of Australia which
mines some 95 per cent of the world

~. . supply of the rare gem formed in
ancient seabeds that dried out millions
of,years ago.

The Australians fear the' competition
from the cheaper manmade stone
could ruin their opal exports, valued at
$SO million a year. They also fear

· dishonest dealers could pass manmade
~ . opals off as natural stones.
t Gilson, who is 61 and runs a factory

· in France producing building ceram-·
ies, feels there is little danger of that,
and he insists synthetic gems simply
will help in making jewelry "more dem-
ocratic."

Gilson says natural opals bear dis-
tinctive marks from which the stones
ean b:e traced to their original location,

· while the comparative uniformity of
the manmade opal can be recognized

by the expert,
Manmade stones also have better

polish and no traces of impurities. And
then, he says, there are' "certain gim-
micks" allowing an expert to distin-
guish them quickly.

One' of these, he says, Is the differ-
ence in fluorescence between the natu-
ral and the .synthetie stone that can be
measured after both were exposed to
the same source of light. -

Gilson says a manmade opal is sold
with a certificate bearing his name
and signature in print and identifying
the stone as laboratory-made.

Gilson says the manmade opal prod-
uced in his laboratories in France and
Geneva sells at between $40 per carat
for white stones and $400per carat for
black stones.

These are ~actory prices he charges,
and "of course the price goes up on the
way down to the customer," he says.

In Australia, Amsll Ltd., his agent,
told newsmen the manmade stone will
be sold at less than half the price of
the natural opal that can go to $4,000-
$6,500per carat.



July 1, 1975

~.L. Bartholomew
354 N. Hartleyw. Covina, Ca. 91790

We would liKe to extend to you an invitation to exhibit your
display at the American Opal Society's 8th Annual Show, on Saturday
and Sunday, October 11th and 12th, 1975, at the Civic Centpr,
12700 Norwalk Blvel., Norwalk, California.
We regret to inform you that it is impossible for us to obtain
insurance on the display, and it is r-e que sted that you obtain
coverage through your agento However there will be security guards
on duty from 6 pm Friday evening, until Sunday at 9pm. The show
hours are from 10 am to 10 pm Saturday, and from 10 am to 6 pm
Sunday.
We will begin setting up the cases and displays Friday evening
from 6 pm to 10 pm. You may bring your case Friday evening or
early Saturday morning.
Since this is an Opal show, we request that your display has a
fair amount of opal in either Australian, U.S., IVlexican,So. Amer-
ican, or a combination of these. Often a display is more interesting
or shows off to better advantage when some use is made of a diff-
erent type of stone which compliments the opal.
If y ou.r display will include something very outstanding, please
inform us as to what it is. We will try to advertise it.
We MUST have the information below to reserve you a space, as soon
as possible. We think this will be a great show, and look forward
to seeing you there.
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AMERICAN OpAL ~Oel~TY
P.O. BOX 3895
DOWNEY, CALIFORNIA 90242
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Jacob R. )"chmiJlt
29()(X) Del 1~lonle DIt.
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