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TPRE  C}PAL  ECPRESS
AirmlcAN  OPEL soclEI'r
P.O.   BOX  382
AVAE",  CA 92815

OFFICERS
JAY   CAREY   -PRESIDENT    (714)    525-7635
DAVID   BURTON   -V.    PRESIDENT    (714)    827-5680
TOM  RAYS   -TREASURE    (714)    838-9262
BONNIE   BURTON   -   SECRETARY    (714)    649-3130

MEETIIJGS   AfiE   HELD   2nd   THURSDA.I-OF-EAi`=H  Hu,iTH   FRorf   6:3C`   -9:00Pl{   AT   THE
SUNKIST   BRAlicH   0F   THE   AINAHEIM   LIBRAR¥.



What   colors   of   flash   are   found   in   opal?     You   name   it.   There
are   four   primary   colors;   red,   blue,   yellow   and   green.     But   these
will.   vary   into   orange,   purple   or   any   color   under   the   sun.      This
is  t,he  true  beauty  of  opal.

The   last   thing   t,hat   makes   the   color   of   opal   so   special   is
the  pat,tern  of   flash.     There  are   five  basic   t.ypes   of   flash:   they
are   Pin fire.    Flash fire.    Broad   Flash fire.    Rolling   Flash fire   and
Harlequin.       In   Pin fire   you   will    see   small    pinpoint   circles   of
i ire   when   vewing   from   the   top   aTid   what   will    look   like   stacks   of
pins   when   viewec!   from   the   side.       In   Flash fire,   there   are   large
areas   of   fire,   but   they   will   not   cover   the   whole   opal   and  t,here
dill   usually   be   more   than   one   color    in   t.he   opal.       Usually   the
color   will   be   irregular   in   Shape.      Broad   Flash fire   is   sheets   of
color   that  will   cover   most   if   not   all   the   the   opal.      There  will
usually  be  oTily  one  color   but  somet.imes  t.here  will   be  small  areas
of   other   colors.      The   next   is   Rolling   Flash fire:    this   is   where
you   have   sheets   of   color   which   roll   across   the   surface   of   t.he
stone   as   it    is   moved.       You   may    have   one    of    several    chunks   of
color  that  roll   oT  seem  to  f loat  over   the  surface  of  the  stone  as
you  move   it.     Because   the  color   is  seen  when  you  move  t.he  opal   it
is   almost   impossible   to   photograph   this   type   of   opal   but   t,his
type  of   opal   is  highly   prized.     The   last   type   is  Harlequin:   t,his
is   made   up   of   square   or   angular   blocks   of   i ire   set.   closely   to-
gether   but   overrunning   each   ot,her.       True   Harlequins   are   rare.
There    is    a    pattern    called    Flagstone    Harlequin    which    cont.ains
pat,ches  of  color  that  are  different  shapes,  but  t.hey  fit  together
perfectly  as   in  a  flagst.one  walkway.

There   are   four   rare  patterns   listed   in   opal   Identif ication
and   Value   by   Paul    Downing.        They   are   Ribbon    or    Flame   Pattern.
This   is  silamlar   to  the  a  Harlequin  but   the  angular   pattern  does
not   fit   closely   t.ogether   through   t,he   entire   opal.       Another   is
Chinese  Writing  which  will   as   the   name   implies   look   like   Chinese
Writing.     The  Straw  Pattern  will   look   like   it   has  pieces  of  straw
in   the   opal.      The   last   is   Zebra   or   Mackerel   Sky.    This   is   well
defiried  lines  of  color.

There   are   t.wo  colors  of   opal   that   I   have   not,   found  much  on.
There   is   even   some   contTaversy   over    if   t.hey   are   even   opal.      As
was   pointed  out   to   me   by   a   gemologist;    if   a   stone   has   a   refrac-
tive   index   of   1.45   it   is  opal.     The  t.wo  colors  are  pink  and  blue.
They   are   made   up   of   a   base   color   of   eitj=er   pink   or   blue   and   may
shots  color   flash   or   not,.     The   blue   is   transparent   to   opaque  and
has   a   wedgewood  blue  base.        It   is  found   from  Mexico  thru   Arizona
and   into   Idaho.     The  pink  as  far   as   I   can   find   out   is  only  found
in   the   Andes   Mountans   arid   so   has   gotten   the   name   Andes   Pink   and
t,he  blue   that   comes   from   t.here   is   called      Andes   Blue   Opal.      The
Pink   is   opaque   ancl  may   or   may   Tiot   shc>w   color   flash.



PRESIDENTS   MESSAGE

You   will    notice   that    this   month's    newslet,ter    contains   the
ballot    for    next    year's    officers    and    boarc]    members.    There    are
places   for   write   in  candidates   in  case  you  want  to   nominate  addi-
tional   persons   to   run   for   c>ffice   or   board  membership.   Please  mark
your   ballot   and   return   it    as   soon   as   possit>le.    Ballot   count.ing
ancl    final    voting    will    be    dorie    at    the    flarch    loth    meeting.    The
ballot   contains   a   mixt,ure   of   "new"   and   "old"   members   and   contains
the   balance   necessary   to   provide   strong   leadership   over   t,he   next
year.   I   ceant   to   thank   Edith   Ostrar?cier   for   heading  up   the   nominat-
ing   committee   aTtd  doing   such   a   fine   job.

It   has   been   an   honor   and   a   pleasure   serving   as   your   presi-
dent   during   the   last   two   years.    We    have   come   a    lc>Tig   way    during
this   time   and   have   accomplished   most   of   the   objectives   that    I
originally   est.ablished.    We   have   reestablished   our    monthly   meet-
ings   at   our   new   Sunkist   Library   iocat.ion,   have   got.ten   our   treas-
ury   back   to   a   strong   finariciai    position,    have   started   work   on

November   5th   and   6th   again   to   be
u¥inated

Sent.

next  year's  a ow`   schedule
oth  the  me

ill    their    1
applies  to  you.

ship

4    dues

As    I   have   said   I    have   enjoyed   the   last   t,wo   years   as   your
president   and   look   forward   to   worki-,ig   with   the   ot.her   board   mem-
bers  to  help  maint,ain  and   improve  the  society   in  future  years.

Your   president
Jay  Carey



BALLOT    FOR    ELECTION    OF    OFFICERS    AND    B0f3RD    MEMBERS

PRESIDENT=        CARLA    MCCAGUE
DENNIS   DEN0

WRITE    IN    CANDIDATE

FOR                 AGAINST
FOR                  AGAINST

WE    NEED    T0    HAVE     A     IST     AND     2ND    VICE     PRESIDENT,     SO     WHEN     YOU    VOTE
PLEASE   PUT    fi    1    OR    2   0N    THE    FOR    LINE.

VICE    PRESIDENTS:        CARLfi    MCCAGUE
DAVID    BURTON
WALT    LENTZ
WRITE    IN    CANDIDATE

TREASURER:        GARY    MCCAGUE
DE:BRA    DENO

WRITE    IN    CANDIDATE

AGAINST
AGAINST__
A a fi I N S T

AGAINST
AGAINST

THE    BOARD    MEMBERS    ARE    IN    OFFICE    FOP`    4    YEARS.

BOARC)    MEMBERS=        HAROLD    ANDERSON
JAY    CfiREY
DENNIS    DENO
TOM    HAYS
WALT    LENTZ
NOEL    LAMKIN
EDITH   OSTRANDER
ROSS    STAMBLER
mlKE   KouALSKI

WRITE    IN    CANDIDATE
WRITE    IN    CANDIDATE

PLEASE    MAIL    YOUR    BALLOT    TO;

fiMERCAN    OPAL    SOCIETY
PO    BC}X    382
ftNAHEIM.    CA    92815

FOR
FOR
FOR
FOR
F.0F3_
FOR_
F-OR

FOR
FOR

AGAINST
AGAINST
AGAINST
f± G A I N S T
AGAINST_~_
AGAINST
AGAINST
AGAINST_~
AGAINST


